Musical Merry Go Round Concert – 26th March 2022

FROM THE CHAIR:
Good evening everyone, and welcome to our first concert
of 2022!
Recently we asked members of our audience and orchestra to name pieces of
music that they would like to hear or play in our concerts. The result of this
exercise proved that we have very varied and individual tastes, with access to
a wide range of music.
Tonight, our programme tonight consists entirely of music that has been
requested by members of the audience and orchestra. Incredibly, this has
resulted in music written over the last 250+ years. The earliest item dates
from 1717, with the most recent being from 1975. We have music written for a
royal festival, ballet music, pop music, a rock opera, film music, two
symphonies, and an orchestral suite.
If you take some time to read through the programme notes for each item,
you will learn a little of the background and, in some cases, the reason why
each piece was written. It can enhance your listening experience when you
understand the context of each piece.
Let me ask you this question: What music do you enjoy listening to? Maybe the
answer lies somewhere in this evening’s performance?

So, step on to the

Pelly Merry Go Round, hold tight, be prepared for a plethora of musical styles
and sounds, and enjoy the ride!

Judy
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TONIGHT'S PROGRAMME
1.

The Carousel Waltz

Richard Rodgers

2.

Suite from the Water Music

Arr. Calvin Custer

George Frideric Handel

- Hornpipe
- Air
- Allegro deciso

Arr. Hamilton Harty

3.

Prélude à l'Après-midi d'un Faune

Claude Debussy

4.

Bohemian Rhapsody

Freddie Mercury

5.

Petite Suite de Concert

6.

Symphony No. 3 – Maestoso

-

Arr. Anthony Gröger

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor

La Caprice de Nannette
Demande et Réponse
Un Sonnet d’Amour
La Tarantelle Frétillante

Camille Saint-Saëns

=== Short Interval ===

7.

Entr’acte No. 3 from Rosamunde

8.

Beatles Medley

9.

Sicilienne from Pelléas et Mélisande

10.

Symphony No. 8 – 3rd Movement

11.

West Side Story - Selection

Franz Schubert

John Lennon and Paul McCartney

Arr. Javier Martinez Maya/Calvin Custer/R. Fentimen
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Gabriel Fauré
Antonín Dvořák
Leonard Bernstein

Arr. Jack Mason
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The Carousel Waltz

Richard Rodgers (1902 - 1979)

Reported as being the favourite score of both Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein, this musical, later a film, is set in a tight-knit fishing community on the
New England coastline. Carousel revolves around the ill-fated love affair between
charismatic travelling carousel barker Billy Bigelow and trusting Julie Jordan, a worker
at the local mill. The waltz opens the show, in place of the usual Overture, serving as
an instrumental prologue during which we are introduced to the characters and
relationships through mime, setting the scene for passion, love, dark themes of
domestic violence and tragedy.
Suite from the Water Music
-

George Frideric Handel (1685 -1759)

Hornpipe
Air
Allegro deciso

You won’t need your life jacket today, but go back 300-odd years to the first
performance of this famous three-part suite and it might have come in handy. The
Water Music, composed by 32-year-old Handel, was indeed written to be performed
on the water, and was commissioned by King George I to accompany a grand royal
jaunt up the River Thames. The King enjoyed the music so much that he asked the 50
musicians (a huge group for the period) to play the suites three times over the course
of the trip from the Palace of Whitehall up to Chelsea and back.
Packed with catchy tunes, each of the 22 movements is based on a dance style - but
don’t worry, today we’re only playing three! Today’s selection is taken from the most
popular Suite, No. 1.

Prélude à l'Après-midi d'un Faune

Claude Debussy (1862-1918)

The Prélude, one of Debussy's most famous works, with its unmistakable part for solo
flute, was first performed in Paris on 22 December 1894. In 1912, the piece was made
into a short, controversial ballet, choreographed and performed by the famous dancer
Vaslav Nijinsky. In 1958, another ballet was made by Jerome Robbins, which has been
performed by many companies.
The Prélude was inspired by the Stéphane Mallarmé poem L’après-midi d’un faune,
which describes a faun playing his panpipes alone in the woods. He becomes aroused
by passing nymphs and naiads, pursues them unsuccessfully, then wearily abandons
himself to a sleep filled with visions. Mallarmé was not initially pleased about being
used for inspiration, believing that the music of his poetry should be sufficient,
requiring no embellishment. However, after attending the premiere performance at
Debussy's invitation, Mallarmé wrote to Debussy: "I have just come out of the
concert, deeply moved. The marvel! Your illustration of the Afternoon of a Faun, which
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presents no dissonance with my text, but goes much further, really, into nostalgia and
into light, with finesse, with sensuality, with richness. I press your hand admiringly,
Debussy. Yours, Mallarmé."
The music of this Prélude is a very free illustration of Mallarmé's poem, depicting a
succession of scenes through which pass the desires and dreams of the faun in the
heat of the afternoon. Initially Debussy had intended to compose a second and third
movement. He decided, though, to concentrate all his musical ideas into one
movement, retaining the title of Prélude for the single movement. The Prélude at first
listening seems improvisational and free-form; however, closer analysis shows that
the piece consists of a complex organization of musical cells and motifs carefully
developed and traded between members of the orchestra. For most people though, it
is better to simply sit back and enjoy the beauty of the music.

Bohemian Rhapsody

Freddie Mercury (1946-1991)

Tonight, only the string sections are playing, but all of us will surely be mentally
singing “Is this the real life, is this just fantasy?”
The song was written for the Queen album A Night at the Opera. Released as a single
in 1975, it sold over a million copies in the nine weeks it was No.1 in the UK charts.
The music uniquely encompassed opera and progressive rock. The track took 3 weeks
to record, with the band members’ voices being overdubbed hundreds of times.
Many years later, band member Brian May recalled recording Bohemian Rhapsody:
"The biggest thrill for us was actually creating the music in the first place. I remember
Freddie coming in with loads of bits of paper from his dad's work, like Post-it notes,
and pounding on the piano. He played the piano like most people play the drums. And
this song he had was full of gaps where he explained that something operatic would
happen here and so on. He'd worked out the harmonies in his head."
The rest, as they say, is history….

Petite Suite de Concert

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875 – 1912)

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor’s Petite Suite de Concert is one of the works by this Croydonborn composer which has stood the test of time. His other great work, the cantata
Hiawatha’s Wedding Feast, brought him international fame, and it was a mainstay of
the early Proms concerts until the war. The movements of this suite are short, and
they borrow from various sources including classical dance forms. Coleridge-Taylor’s
flair for orchestration and melody are evident from the outset, but it is perhaps his
unique approach to harmony that is most striking in his works, and although in
embryonic form here, it can still be heard.
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Symphony No. 3 – Maestoso

Camille Saint-Saëns (1835 – 1921)

Composed by the man who is remembered for such gems as The Carnival of the
Animals and Danse Macabre, this symphony was premiered in London in 1886 at what
was probably the artistic peak of the composer’s career. He himself said of it "I gave
everything to it I was able to give. What I have here accomplished, I will never
achieve again." It is popularly known as the Organ Symphony, even though it is not a
true symphony for organ, but simply an orchestral symphony where two of the four
movements feature the instrument. It is notable especially for its grand use of the
organ in the final movement, which the orchestra is performing this evening. This
major work became one of the first widely praised symphonies by a French composer.
More than a century later, the main theme of the final movement was recast as a
lullaby for an ailing pig - the protagonist of the 1995 film Babe.

Entr’acte No. 3 from Rosamunde

Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Schubert wrote the incidental music for the play Rosamunde, Fürstin von Zypern
(Rosamunde, Princess of Cyprus), by Helmina von Chézy, which premiered in Vienna's
Theater an der Wien on 20 December 1823. The story concerns the attempt of
Rosamunde to reclaim her throne, having been brought up incognito as a shepherdess
by a widow named Axa.
The pieces of incidental music for the play were published in arrangements and as
incomplete collections, until the full score was eventually found by George Grove and
Arthur Sullivan in 1867, and published in full in 1891. However much of it was
borrowed from, or lent to, other works by Schubert.

Beatles Medley

John Lennon (1940 – 1980)
Paul McCartney (b. 1942)

The Beatles’ love songs and ballads forever stand the test of time.
Our medley begins with Eleanor Rigby. The song continued the transformation of the
Beatles from a mainly rock and roll- and pop-oriented act to a more experimental,
studio-based band. With a double string quartet arrangement by George Martin and
lyrics providing a narrative on loneliness, Eleanor Rigby broke sharply with popular
music conventions, both musically and lyrically. Oddly, it formed part of a double-A
sided disc with Yellow Submarine.
The quirky feature song of our short medley, When I’m Sixty Four, is one of the most
covered of all time. Paul McCartney wrote the original at the age of 15, for early
Liverpool gigs when The Beatles were known as The Quarrymen. He added the lyrics
for his father’s 64th birthday. It was the first item recorded for the landmark
Sergeant Pepper album. John Lennon observed: "I would never even dream of
writing a song like that."
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Sicilienne from Pelléas et Mélisande

Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924)

Fauré was regarded as the leading composer of his day in France, although his works
took some time to be recognised outside his country other than in Britain where he
was admired during his own lifetime. His music is regarded as linking the end of
Romanticism of the 19th century with Modernism in the second quarter of the 20th
century, and many of his more highly regarded works were composed comparatively
late in life and they have more complex harmonics and melody.
The Opus 80 is in fact a suite which comes from the music he wrote for the play of the
same name by Maurice Maeterlinck. The score was commissioned in 1898 for a
production of the play in that year and when the composer was visiting London. The
Sicilienne was in fact taken from an earlier work and not actually originally composed
for this drama even though it appears highly appropriate. The movement is in the
signature of G minor with two flats (B and E) which are often associated with ‘sad’
occasions, albeit in this instance it is the one moment of happiness which the two
doomed lovers share.

Symphony No. 8 – 3rd Movement

Antonín Dvořák (1841-1904)

Dvořák is well known as a Czech composer who incorporated many of the folk music
elements of his country into his works, which achieved world-wide fame. He visited
London frequently, although he settled in the USA in 1892. His works spanned not
only symphonies, but also nine operas, of which Rusalka is the best known.
The 8th Symphony was composed in 1889 on the occasion when Dvořák was admitted
to the Prague Academy. It draws in particular on Bohemian folk music. The composer
conducted this work in Cambridge in 1891 on the day before he was awarded an
honorary doctorate. Most of the third movement Allegretto Grazioso is in fact a waltz
in 3/8 time and in the key of G minor.

West Side Story - Selection

Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990)

The 1957 Broadway production of West Side Story was 10 years in the making with
music by Leonard Bernstein and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim. With the title of East
Side Story at its conception, it tells the story of star-crossed lovers Tony and Maria,
which was drawn from Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. A couple of numbers intended
for Bernstein’s opera Candide, which he was composing at the same time, ended up in
West Side Story, including Tony and Maria’s duet ‘One Hand One Heart’. The 1961 film
version further popularised the music with songs such as ‘I Feel Pretty’, ‘Maria’,
‘Tonight’, and ‘Mambo’ which are still popular today.
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Forthcoming Concerts
SUNDAY 8th May 2022 – A Splash of Colour – Afternoon Family

Concert – 4.00pm
Salesian College, Farnborough, GU14 6PA

Ladies in Lavender ~ Pink Panther ~ Blackadder Theme ~ Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat ~ Mission Impossible ~ Disney Festival ~
ET Theme ~ Lion King ~ Pirates of the Caribbean – Jungle Book
9th July 2022 – A Right Royal Celebration – 7.30pm
The Church on the Heath, Elvetham Heath, Fleet, GU51 1 HA

The Three Elizabeths Suite ~ Elizabethan Serenade ~ Crown Imperial ~
Jupiter, from the Planets Suite ~ Fantasia on Greensleeves ~ Nimrod ~ Pomp
and Circumstance March No. 4 ~ Zadok the Priest

Acknowledgements
The Pelly Concert Orchestra would like to thank the following people, who have
in their various ways made significant contributions to this evening's concert:
➢ Front of house helpers - Vanessa Balchin, Maureen Lomas, Helen Lister
and Rolly Trice
➢ All those who donated raffle prizes
➢ Our Patrons and Friends
➢ Members of the Second Violin section, and Lynda Trice, for contributing
programme notes on the music being played
➢ Barbara Sykes for designing concert flyers and programme front covers
➢ Our Leader Vanessa Russell
➢ Our Musical Director Tom Horn
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Tom Horn - Musical Director
Tom started playing the violin at the age of four and gained experience with
many youth and amateur orchestras in Kent, Guernsey and London. It was
leading the London Schools Symphony Orchestra and studying under such
conductors as Thomas Sanderling and Leif Segerstam that he realised his
passion for the art of conducting.
Studying Music with Acoustics at Southampton University he became
Leader & Assistant Conductor of both the Symphony Orchestra and the
Sinfonietta and set up his own Concerto Orchestra to conduct. He studied
under Peter Stark, Richard Dickens, Peter Ash, Robin Browning, has had a
masterclass with Philip Ellis on Beethoven's 5th Symphony, competed in the
Cadaques International Conducting Competition and studied with Rodolfo
Saglimbeni, Denise Ham and Toby Purser on the George Hurst Conductors'
Course at the Sherborne (formerly Canford) Summer Music School.
After graduating he became the conductor of the Aylesbury Youth Orchestra and has performed regularly at
the 'Music For Youth' finals in Birmingham Symphony Hall. He is Leader and Assistant conductor of the
Haslemere Music Society and has had the opportunity to perform and conduct major symphonic & operatic
works. He founded the Charity Symphony Orchestra in 2006 with whom he still has a close relationship
working on projects like the Haydathon and Beethovathon (performing all symphonies in a weekend). Tom
has worked as a Guest Conductor with the Surrey County Youth Orchestra having a workshop with Freddie
Kempf and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra. He works as guest conductor with the Trinity Camerata and
High Wycombe Youth Orchestra and has also had engagements with the St. Albans Symphony Orchestra,
Welwyn Garden City Symphony & Chorus, Buckingham Chamber Orchestra, Sidcup Symphony Orchestra,
Bridgenorth Symphonia, London Repertoire Orchestra, Woking Chamber Orchestra and Didcot & Wallingford
Symphony Orchestra.
As well as being Musical Director of the Pelly Concert Orchestra, he is also Musical Director of the
Buckinghamshire County Youth Orchestra with whom he performed in the Royal Albert Hall last year. He has
also recently set up a new Orchestra in his home town of Marlow performing in local pubs and other unique
pop up venues around town. Over the summer months he conducts the Sinfonietta on the New London Music
School course and works on the Garsington Youth Opera course.

Vanessa Russell – Leader
Vanessa Russell studied violin and viola at the Royal College of Music with
Maureen Smith and Ivo van der Werff and prior to that studied in Sussex with
Andrew Sherwood.
Vanessa has worked with orchestras including the City of Birmingham Symphony
Orchestra, the Brandenburg Sinfonia, Guildford and Brighton Philharmonic
Orchestras, and the London Concert Orchestra, performing at venues including the
Royal Albert Hall at the Proms, Symphony Hall Birmingham, the Barbican, NEC
Birmingham, Royal Festival Hall and the Royal Opera House among others.
She has performed with such artists as Hayley Westenra, John Tomlinson and Alfie
Boe and has also played for the launch of the cruise ship MS Queen Elizabeth.
Vanessa is a regular violinist and violist with the Akina and Barber String Quartets. Previously she was violist
for the Rabinof Quartet who played at venues including City Hall, the Royal Opera House and Kensington
Palace and the RAC Club London for Princess Michael of Kent.
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1st Violins
Vanessa Russell
Jinny Gribble
Lynne Thomson
Carol Kaldor
Sue Gillis
Viv Taylor
David White

Double Basses
Lorraine Collins
Sally Swift
James Slade

French Horns
Peter Kaldor
Nick Barratt
Tim Jones

2nd Violins
Kim Dyos
Lee Mackie
Susie Dalrymple
Mahaliah Edwards
Michael McConnell

Flutes/Piccolo
Barbara Sykes
Hayley Shlackman

Trumpets
Lol Warburton
Judy Freeman

Oboes/Cor
Anglais
Barry Collisson
Jane Cleaver

Violas
Pippa Cuckson
Alan Munro
Carole Jenkins
William McConnell
Gill Sutton

Clarinets/Bass
Clarinet/
Saxophone
Andrew Norris
Jo Wood
Anne Smith

Trombones/Bass
Trombone
Evatt Gibson
Denise Dodge
Paul Dodge

Cellos
Lynda Trice
Martin Heath
Clive Jackson
Margaret Houston
Laura Tudor

Bassoons
Paula Burton
Martin Cocks

Percussion
Kim Sargeant
James Radcliffe
Graham Dare
Organ
Anthony Noble
Piano
Charlie Davies
Clive Jackson
Harp
Charlie Davies

The Pelly Concert Orchestra Committee
Chairman – Judy Dudley (Viola)
Vice-Chair/Librarian – Barbara
Sykes (Flute)
Secretary – Lynda Trice (Cello)
Treasurer – Mike Dudley
Personnel – Barry Collisson (Oboe)

Patrons Secretary – Pippa Cuckson (Viola)
Assistant Librarian – Paula Burton (Bassoon)
Leader – Vanessa Russell
Musical Director – Tom Horn
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT BUYING TICKETS IN FUTURE
How can I get tickets for future concerts?
We are changing the way tickets are sold for the Pelly Concert Orchestra. We
want to simplify the buying process and hopefully reduce queues on concert
day.
•
•
•

Tickets will still be available to purchase via orchestra members.
Tickets will also be available from WeGotTickets which can be accessed
via our website pellyorchestra.co.uk or our Facebook page
@pellyorchestra (a booking fee applies)
Tickets can also be bought on the door, subject to availability

Ticket prices for our Family Concert on 8th May will be
ADULT/CONCESSION £10

CHILD £5

Concert on 9th July and onwards
Buying tickets in advance (as above)
ADULT/CONCESSION £12

CHILD £7

Buying tickets on the door
ADULT/CONCESSION £15

CHILD £7

(Payment can be made with CARD or CASH)
TICKET RESERVATIONS WILL NO LONGER BE AVAILABLE VIA
TELEPHONE OR EMAIL
The Patrons scheme has been temporarily suspended. We hope to relaunch it
at the beginning of our 2022/23 Season.

Programme Editor: Jinny Gribble
Programme Cover Design: Barbara Sykes
Programme printed by: Zebrahouse Design and Print Ltd, Fleet (01252
811156)
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Conductor

Tom Horn
Leader

Vanessa
Russell
Nursery
Rhyme
Suite
Ladies
in
Lavender

Lion
King

Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat

Mission
Impossible

Pink Panther

Disney
Festival

ET

His Dark Materials

Pirates
of the
Caribbean

Jungle
Book

Blackadder
Theme

Old
Mac Donald
Tickets
Adult £10 Child £5
www.pellyorchestra.co.uk
and on the door
Ba bes in arms free

